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01 OCT 2022 3PM & DRAMA CENTRE THEATRE (NATIONAL LIBRARY L3)
(SAT) 7PM 100 VICTORIA ST, #03-01 NATIONAL LIBRARY BUILDING, SINGAPORE 188064
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Dayn Ng, stunning multimedia effects and mQJestlcf s.qge sets
this synergy between visual and performing arts: creates an
unprecedented performance that tells the story of our humb e
beginnings. Amalgamate marks the start of a series of qctlwtle's:;i_
lined up for the Ensemble’s 30th year celebration, a mllestone that'
will remain significant and memorable in our years to come; vt
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DANCE ENSEMBLE SINGAPORE

ATINIEER $&1H

Dance Ensemble Singapore (DES) was founded in July 1993 with the aim to
present multi-faceted Chinese dances and to spread cultural messages
infused in Chinese arts and culture. Through DES Performing Academy,
the company grooms the next generation of Chinese Arts practitioners
by offering dance and martial arts classes. DES has also taken part in
numerous major performances, such as Singapore Arts Festival, ASEAN
Dance Festival, National Day parade, and Chingay parades. The company
has also represented Singapore on diverse international cultural exchanges
and festivals of varying scales.

In 2004, with the goal of professionalising its craft, DES established a
professional Contemporary-Chinese Dance division, DES Arts. At the helm
of Mdm Yan Choong Lian (Artistic Advisor), Sharon Low (Dance Director),
Cai Shiji (Creative Director), and Goh Yan Dan (Programme Director),
DES Arts actively strives for opportunities to diversify its artistic scope for
creative mastery in the development of DES Arts and its journey towards
the international stage.

In recent years, DES Arts has been actively promoting the ‘Nanyang'’ Style of
Chinese Dance. The subsidiary was highly commended by Prime Minister,
Mr Lee Hsien Loong, during the 2014 National Day Rally for its innovative
interpretationandstyle,aswellasforunceasingeffortsinpushingboundaries
in the local arts and cultural scene. Another of DES Arts’ exemplary full-
length work, Motifs: Traces IV (2015), received an exclusive media coverage
by Channel NewsAsia Singapore, and was specially invited to perform at
the South Korea International Dance Festival.

DES hopes to transcend boundaries in the promotion of Chinese dance and
culture. Through nurturing the next generation of practitioners, spreading
cultural values and innovation, DES continues to present works that
embodies the spirit of excellence, wisdom and depth.

Dance Ensemble Singapore Ltd is supported by the National Arts Council
under the Major Company Scheme for the period from 1 April 2022 to 31
March 2025.
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MESSAGE FROM DES FOUNDER
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Yan Choong Lian =5R3E
DES Founder & DES Arts Artistic Advisor
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Dr Aline Wong

Former Senior Minister of State
for Health and Education

30 YEARS OF DEDICATION ON THE JOURNEY CALLED ‘ARTS’

The government has recently established a University of the Arts Singapore (UAS). It is tasked to prepare arts students to meet the demands
of the future economy which requires creativity, innovation, and the integration of design and technology. This is a welcome development
in arts education in Singapore. On the other hand, we must also affirm and support the important role played by community-based arts
groups on our cultural landscape. Independent arts companies like Dance Ensemble Singapore (DES) have been quietly and unfailingly
cultivating artistic talents and arts appreciation over the past decades, preserving culture and tradition and also trying hard to integrate
technology into their artistic performances in order to stay relevant to the times.

As DES is looking to celebrate its 30th anniversary, we celebrate with them their spirit of dedication and perseverance through 30 years of
struggling and overcoming the challenges of representing Chinese cultural values and artistic expressions, while adopting modern forms of
dance and use of technology. We also celebrate with them their successful leadership transition from one generation to the next, which is a
challenge for all independent, commmunity-based arts groups that hold dear their mission of cultural preservation.

We look forward to DES’ next 30 years of successful contribution to the arts and arts education in Singapore!
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Weng Ziyan 552

Ziyan is a creative and strategic thinker with strong conceptualisation and unique visual solutions. He started his creative journey
as a designer and gained a myriad of experience from working in both global and local agencies where he specialises in branding,
working on a wide range of projects regionally. He was commissioned to design Singapore’s SG50 commemorative currencies, the
Brunei Darussalam and Singapore 50th Anniversary of the Currency Interchangeability Agreement commemorative currencies and
numerous commemorative stamps and coins.

Ziyan is also well versed in visual arts, where he pursues his passion in painting and sculptural artworks. He is constantly intrigued by
the characteristics of various materials such as stone, bronze, steel, wood which he chooses to work with as a medium in his artis-
tic expression. He is commissioned to work on public installation artworks which includes sculptural art pieces, mural carvings and
paintings for attractions namely the Singapore Botanic Gardens, Gardens by the Bay, Fort Canning Park and more.
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Sharon Low F &

Sharon Low trained at DES at a young age and was selected into Martha
Graham Academy of Arts (U.S.A), graduating in 1998 with excellent results.
As a pioneer of DES, she has groomed many young talents and actively
choreographs for the company. Currently, she is DES’ Dance Director.

1985 — 1992 Trained with Yan Choong Lian Dance Troupe at a young
age, as a pioneer of DES
1994 Chinese dance training at Beijing Dance Academy

1996 — 1998 Singapore National Arts Council Arts Grant Recipient (Overseas)
Studied in Martha Graham School of Contemporary Dance

(New York, USA) and graduated with excellent results

1997 Joined Martha Graham Contemporary Dancer in 2nd Company

1997 Joined Pearl Lang Dance Company performer

1999 DES Arts Choreographer and Main Dancer

2001 Contemporary Dance Intensive Training at New York University

2001 Contemporary Dance Intensive Training with Mr Kunyang Lin

2005 Chunky Move — Modern Dance Intensive Training with Mr
Gideon Obarzanek (Australia)

2014 Appointed DES Performing Academy Dance Director

Works include: Goodbye My Love (Tradition in Motion 2022), Heart Strings
(Tradition in Motion 2021), Inner Calling (Inner Calling, 2021), Love Conclusion
(2009), Paradise (2008), Love Fundamentally (2007), Red Leaf Poem (2006),
Plenteous Love (2005), Changing Roles (2003)

Singapore Heritage Festival Assistant Ambassador (2010-2013) and
choreographed and performed for DES’ performance in Singapore Chingay
(2000, 2009, 2010).

Worked with renowned choreographers like Pearl Lang (USA), Kunyang Lin
(UsA/Taiwan), Zeynep Tanbay (USA), Virginie Merce (USA), Kevin Predmore
(USA), John Mead (USA), Gideon Obarzanek (Australia).

EBEFHEIDATREZT > FEF1998F LN HEEANBETEZR/ZRER -
BRIABSISESE -

1985 — 1992  BH/MEHINGTERESFER - nEFIHCIEEERRG

1994 LR FIESF P ESEE)

1996 — 1998  FHIEZABEERZAE ((B5)) BB, HALNIBY - BERBE
M FIESFPRRE

1996 — 1998 EEFIB%W-REBCEBIAREEFER (ZE) NEMLEFRS

1997 MABER - RECBINFE_FAZFE
1997 INA Pearl Lang Dance Company &
1999 FREANEFLFEANZARESSHE
2001 ErAZ R EEA S R SFR bl Sk

2001 MAMIFESE 2 EE S EREREFI
2005 Chunky Move FBAFIIE 5 SFEE IS
2014 PERINE AR FE S S

BIfE : (HECHEE) (2022HRES) ~ (v 5%) (2021EHMER) ~ (5§
AT (2021) -~ (E1BLEiE) (2009) - (XE) (2008) -~ [BM (2007) -
CIMEF)Y (2006) ~ (ZETEME) (2005) - (EAFZH) (2003)

2010 — 20134B{EFAINIE(LIET=TI 2 BB AR(E (£5E) > 2000, 2009, 2010 S 5%
SHZ MR Z T TENEEZESRE -

B25FRNEERFIFRE » WPearl Lang (5
BE-EN (EE) - #20k 8E (EE) -l
(E) FaR REHLAR (BAFIE) -

) ~ MR (EE/AE) - E
C 8 KB

E

<t
g
B
Sk
A
Y
o
)




CHOREOGRAPHER i &

Cai Shiji EiE&
DES Arts Artistic Director
REFIARZHZAREE

Shiji's passion for dancing resonated at a young age. As a child, she trained
with DES Arts and later became a professional artiste. In 2009, she received
the NAC Arts Bursary (Overseas) to pursue a ‘Masters in Choreography
(Dance)’ at Purchase State College, New York, where she was awarded a
choreography award for outstanding graduation results. Her graduation
pieces were selected and performed at the Haiti Fund Raising Performance
and at New York’s Dumbo Dance Festival. Upon returning to Singapore, she
pursued a career in dance and is currently DES’ Creative Director.

Works include: Mystique (2022), Charm of the Era (2021), Inner Calling (2021),
Breath of Time (2020), Memoirs of a Lion City (2020), Symbiosis of an Author’s
Life (2021), Whispers from the Dragon’s Teeth Gate (2019), Lest We Forget (2018),
The Wedding (2017), Motifs: Traces IV (2015), Songs of the Wind (2014)

Singapore Heritage Festival Assistant Ambassador (2010-2013) and participant
of Singapore Chingay (2000, 2009, 2010).

Worked with renowned choreographers like Kunyang Lin (USA/Taiwan), John
Mead (USA), Gideon Obarzanek (Australia), Kevin Thomas (USA), Roh Hyun Sik
(Korea), Ying Er Ding (Hong Kong, China), Zhang Yi (Hong Kong, China).

1990 - 2008  Trained at Yan Choong Lian Dance Troupe

2006 Graduated from NUS Bachelor of Social Science (Second
Class Honours) in Political Science

2008 Graduated from NTU with a Masters in Mass
Communication Media

2009 Pursued a Masters in Choreography (Dance) at Purchase
State College, New York, USA

2010 Awarded choreography award for outstanding

graduation results
201 Appointed DES Creative Director
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CHOREOGRAPHER R &

Goh Yan Dan R##
DES Arts Programme Director

REHANZETEES

Yan Dan began her dance journey with DES. She completed her professional
dance training with the company and continued to pursue a full-time career
in dance. As a performer, Yan Dan has represented DES in both local and
overseas performances. Her diverse experiences as choreographer, dancer
and teacher bring refreshing perspectives to her creations. Yan Dan is
currently DES’ Programme Director.

Works include: Mystique (2022), Charm of the Era (2021), Inner Calling (2021),
Breath of Time (2020), Memoirs of a Lion City (2020), Symbiosis of an Author’s
Life (2021), Whispers from the Dragon’s Teeth Gate (2019), Lest We Forget
(2018), The Wedding (2017), Motifs: Traces IV (2015), Songs of the Wind (2014)

Singapore Heritage Festival Assistant Ambassador (2010-2013) and
participant of Singapore Chingay (2000, 2009, 2010).

Worked with renowned choreographers like Kunyang Lin (USA/Taiwan), John
Mead (USA), Gideon Obarzanek (Australia), Kevin Thomas (USA), Roh Hyun
Sik (korea), Ying Er Ding (Hong Kong, China), Zhang Yi (Hong Kong, China).

1990 — 2008  Trained at Yan Choong Lian Dance Troupe
2010 Joined DES Arts as Dancer

2012 Appointed DES Arts Resident Choreographer
2021 Appointed DES Programme Director
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CHOREOGRAPHER &

Pang Xin Yi BI04
DES Arts Senior Dance Artiste & Choreographer
SRZHRARBFERRS

Xin Yi trained with DES since she was five and her strong passion for dance
propelled her to further her training at SUNY College at Purchase. As an
undergraduate, she has performed in pieces by various choreographers
and with DES she has also participated in international dance festivals in the
United States, Canada, Australia, Taiwan and Malaysia. After graduating with
a Bachelor of Fine Arts majoring in Dance in 2019, Xin Yi joined the Ensemble
officially and is currently a senior dance artiste and choreographer.

Works Include: Mystique (2022), Timeless (Tradition in Motion 2022), Radiance
(Tradition in Motion 2021), Belief (Inner Calling, 2021), Creation (Tradition in
Motion, 2020).

Singapore Heritage Festival Assistant Ambassador (2010-2013) and participant
of Singapore Chingay (2000, 2009, 2010).

Worked with renowned choreographers like Bobbi Jene Smith (usA), Danielle
Agami (USA), Or Schraiber (USA), Ana Maria Lucaciu (USA), Hannah Garner
(USA), Manuel Vignoulle (USA), Kevin Wynn (USA), Roh Hyun Sik (Korea), Gu
Zhe Cheng (Taiwan), Wang Po-Nien (Taiwan) and Yap Guat Kim (Singapore).
Performed Classical works in New York by renowned choreographers George
Balanchine (USA), Merce Cunningham (USA) and Ohan Naharin (Israel).

2014 Graduated from School of the Arts Singapore with the
International Baccalaureate
2019 Graduated from SUNY College at Purchase (USA) with a Bachelor

of Fine Arts (Summa Cum Laude) majoring in Dance
2020 Joined DES Arts as Dance Artiste
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Gong Wenxuan 35
DES Arts Senior Dance Artiste & Choreographer
SRZHEREAREZERRES

Gong Wenxuan graduated from Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) in
2019, majoring in Dance. He joined DES Arts upon graduation and was part
of DES’ core performances, taking on his first lead role in Mystique (2022).
Wenxuan choreographed Dream or Reality for Tradition in Motion 2022, a
platform that presents choreographies by DES Arts dancers. His work was then
selected for restaging in Just Dance 2022 showcase. He was also involved
in fundraising performances for the Singapore Red Cross and Chung Hwa
Medical Institution. Amalgamate is Wenxuan'’s first attempt at choreography
for a DES Arts core performance.

Works Include: Dream or Reality (Tradition in Motion 2022), Memories
(Tradition in Motion 2021), Origin (Tradition in Motion 2021), Invisibility (Inner
Calling, 2021), Duality (Tradition in Motion 2020)

Worked with renowned choreographers based in Singapore, like Shahrin
Johry, Siri Rama, Filomar C. Tariao, Gillian Tan, Derek Seong, Kenneth Tan,
Rosa Park, Jeffery Tan, Beryl Tay, Chloé Glémot, Patrick Jhon Rebullida, Fiona
Thng, and Jacqueline Yap

2018 Intern Dancer at DanceScape Singapore
2019 Graduated from Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts majoring in Dance
2019 Joined Scholar Program at Singapore Ballet Ltd (formerly

Singapore Dance Theatre)
2020 Joined DES Arts as Dance Artiste
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SCENE 1:DRAFT
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Sitting before the workbench, returning to the beginning. A steady
stream of inspiration flows through the mind, arriving at the
fingertips, drafts made up by faint lines are drawn on paper. Every
edit is for future ingenuity. The inherent value of arts embodies
the efforts of the artist and the craftsman.

Choreographer: Gong Wenxuan

-
—

Performers: Ma Song, Gong Wenxuan, Wang Xuedanyang,
Tam Ye Ting
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Li Jiagian, Gong Wenxuan,
Pang Xin Yi, Wang Xue’danyq‘hg
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SCENE 3:LURE
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Before copper is welded, nails and pipes cal
and ensure that the liquid copper can flow into

mould. Just like in the stages of life, we have cc
relationships or people whom we can rely on to

our ideal state. Once you embark on that j jOUI‘
is no stopping. -

Choreographer: Cai Shiji [ B

. :
Performers: Ou Yang, Ma Song, Li Jiagian,
Gong Wenxuan, Pang Xin Yi
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SCENE 4: CONTINUATION
BE : BER

The circle is inclusive and flexible. Just like endless life and
movement, the universe and world never stop rotating.
Oriental elements fuse with the modernity of exercise balls,
creating balance in novelty. -

Choreographer: Pang Xin Yi

Performers: Wang Xuedanyang, Tam Ye Ting, Amy Choo,
Mabel Leow, Shannon Tay, Wan Yueyi,
Haylee Chow, Tan Xi Wen, Jovene Tan

ELasN  hE23Th - MESFE » B RIEMEELEN » 4
it T PRt R EERISIS - RAWKEA R TEER
LS NRIERRE » HESHRE -

"/S : F2MA

5E  TEMg > BlE » RKES > BEW,
ARUNE » HIAG > SBIELR » FREEX » BRIGfR




SCENE 5: SEEPING INTO THE DEEP
BOE\ I BA AL

The flame is alive, melting the wax in the layers of quartz sand,
which is called lost wax. On the outside, the fire does not seem
threatening to the model, but it has a complete loss on the
inside. The generation of the “modeless” state formally creates
a multi-dimensional space into which the copper liquid can
penetrate. The precise process is completely under the control
of the craftsman.

Choreographer: Cai Shiji

Performers: Yu Shuiyun, Ou Yang, Ma Song, Li Jiagian, Pang Xin Yi
Gong Wenxuan, Wang Xuedanyang, Tam Ye Ting,
Amy Choo, Mabel Leow, Kang Shao Jie, Shannon Tay,
Wan Yueyi, Haylee Chow, Tan Xi Wen, Jovene Tan
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DES ARTS PERFORMERS
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