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PROGRAMME SYNOPSIS
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Since the start of the pandemic, there has been shifts to the nature of various
occupations — seemingly unimportant work exhibit their true worth and be-
come extraordinarily significant in bringing comfort and warmth. Mystique is a
dance drama that projects creative techniques upon the mysterious world of
animals, injecting an element of imagination to the entire production.

The story begins when a mystical and mysterious “creature” arrives at the for-
est. Time and time, “its” bravery and wisdom saves the forest from impending
disaster. In the end, the forest animals were surprised by “its” real identity.

Oftentimes, we lose the ability to discover one’s real worth when we judge
based on appearance. In reality, the distinction between greatness and trivial-
ity is very subtle, and only true kindness is indispensable and most precious.

ZIEHAE, RSBIALBFEFAENEL, EUFEENTILEEMBELERTM
B, WFEERAINEX. BRIEREFER, RTHZFEANESARTH
B9STERSh, —EBUFMNRTILINEERS W, AHR@ ., FERSL. &
FEES ZAREXRFTL, LEZEENEZEHEERIRS. SENSMES
SR, RBTZRIAZEIBUZ. RS, NALIENFE, REFANVIIH
Tt SR,

WEHRARNEHMAEE, ERXW, BENLE, BERSNER, —X
X—RAENEHS 28R/RHFMEENFRIGRIRRAKRAR. &L, M7
RZFEM, ERERSHE. BRSER, BR/INEHER, ERBEENSHT

7=
TIMAEo0 o o

AFHEHAUFEBRANRZZERESUEANKEZRBDE AT, BET=HIR, B
BERRERBRFTII AR —MZ, FETERRINERTE, EIRE. &. =0



Prologue ¥
Scene 1: Mystique // £—5&: #IHNEE -
Scene 2: Survival // E_% : 4$FHEZ
Scene 3: Identity // =% : #IVEXKMT==
Scene 4: Everyone’s a Hero // EE : HMEEE
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DANCE ENSEMBLE
SINGAPORE
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Dance Ensemble Singapore (DES) was founded in July 1993 with the aim to present mul-
ti-faceted Chinese dances and to spread cultural messages infused in Chinese arts and
culture. Through DES Performing Academy, the compény grooms the next generation of
Chinese Arts practitioners by offering dance and martial arts classes. DES has also taken
part in numerous major performances, such as Singapore Arts Festival, ASEAN Dance
Festival, National Day parade, and Chingay parades. The company has also represented
Singapore on diverse international cultural exchanges and festivals of varying scales.

In 2004, with the goal of professionalising its craft, DES established a professional Con-
temporary-Chinese Dance division, DES Arts. At the helm of Mdm Yan Choong Lian (Ar-
tistic Advisor), Sharon Low (Dance Director), Cai Shiji (Creative Director), and Goh Yan
Dan (Resident Choreographer), DES Arts actively strives for opportunities to diversify its
artistic scope for creative mastery in the development of DES Arts and its journey towards
the international stage.

In recent years, DES Arts has been actively promoting the ‘Nanyang’ Style of Chinese
Dance. The subsidiary was highly commended by Prime Minister, Mr Lee Hsien Loong,
during the 2014 National Day Rally for its innovative interpretation and style, as well as
for unceasing efforts in pushing boundaries in the local arts and cultural scene. Another
of DES Arts’ exemplary full-length work, Motifs: Traces IV (2015), received an exclusive
media coverage by Channel NewsAsia Singapore, and was specially invited to perform at
the “South Korea International Dance Festival”.

DES hopes to transcend boundaries in the promotion of Chinese dance and culture.
Through nurturing the next generation of practitioners, spreading cultural values and in-
novation, DES continues to present works that embodies the spirit of excellence, wisdom
and depth. ‘ ' '

Dance Ensemble Singapore Ltd is supported by the National Arts Council under the Major
Company Scheme for the period from 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2025.
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MESSAGE FROM DES ARTS
ARTISTIC ADVISOR

Yan Choong Lian =R
FINERFR eI AR SR ZEZ AR 6]

Dance Ensemble Singapore Founder
& DES Arts Artistic Advisor
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DES DANCE DIRECTOR
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Sharon Low A&

Sharon Low trained at DES at a young age and was selected into Martha
Graham Academy of Arts (U.S.A.), graduating in 1998 with excellent re-
sults. As a pioneer of DES, she has groomed many young talents and is
actively choreographing for the company. Appointed DES Dance Director
in 2010, her recent works include Plenteous Love and Inner Calling.
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CHOREOGRAPHER
T

Pang Xin Yi 82/0vM&

Pang Xin Yi trained with DES since she was three and her strong passion for
dance propelled her to further her training at SUNY College at Purchase. As an
undergraduate, she has performed in pieces by various choreographers and with
DES she has also participated in international dance festivals in New York, Cana-
da, Australia, Taiwan and Malaysia. After graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
majoring in Dance in 2019, Xin Yi joined the Ensemble officially and is currently a
senior dance artiste and dance instructor for DES Performing Academy. She has
performed in Memoirs of the Lion City (2020), Breath of Time (2020) and Tradi-
tion in Motion 2020, where she choreographed a duet, Creation, that earned her
high praise.
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Cai Shiji &&5& ”
DES Arts Artistic Director . ‘ﬁ‘ |
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Shiji’s passion for dancing resonated at a young age. As a child, she
trained with DES Arts and later became a professional artiste. In 2009
she received the NAC Arts Bursary (Overseas) to pursue a ‘Mast
Choreography (Dance)’ at Purchase State College, New
was awarded a choreography award for outstanding graduai"  results.
Her graduation pieces were selected and performed at the Haiti Fund
Raising Performance and at New York’s Dumbo Dance Festival. Upon re-
turning to Singapore, she pursued a career in dance and is currently DES’
Creative Director. Her works include Songs of the Wind (2014), Motifs:
Traces IV (2015), The Wedding (2017), Lest We Forget (2018), Whispers
from the Dragon’s Teeth Gate (2019), and Charm of the Era (2021).
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GUEST CHOREOGRAPHER
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Yutaki Ong FE A
Guest Choreographer Zi)RS

Yutaki started his dance journey at Ngee Ann Poly NRA Dance Club, and is
trained in Street Dance, Hiphop and Foundation Jazz. He served his National
Service at Music and Drama Company, where he was awarded ‘Best NSF Ar-
tiste’ and ‘Best Dancer’. “Passion for excellence” is his motto in life.

He is actively teaching in schools and studios, and has choreographed for Me-
diaCorp (Star Search, Star Awards, Sheng Siong Show, drama serials and Jack
Neo’s movie). With his students, he has represented Singapore and achieved
multiple awards in Australia, Moscow and Italy.

Yutaki also does part-time acting for drama serials and movies, including The
Little Nyonya {/\iEZ&)» ([E) , Diam Diam Era, Live Your Dreams XX
HZ78) , Home Again (ZFGERIEZRTR) , and The Ferryman - Legends of
Nanyang {R#RiZE) . He also sang at events and shows at Sands Macau
and Resorts World Sentosa, and participated in singing competitions in Taiwan

(One Million Star 5 {#BZREY¢AKiES) ) and Hong Kong (The Voice 5 (8B
E5) ).

On weekends, Yutaki is a DJ at local Chinese radio station, Yes 933.
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PROLOGUE 7
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Because of the pandemic, working from home has become the norm, but \

it has also increased employees’ stress. The nature of some occupations %

shift ever so slightly in this period of time. Each person in the office pos-
sesses traits that resemble an animal — there are kind ones, sly one, and

even bullies. The animals represent people from different occupations

and backgrounds, reflecting social relations among humans.




SCENE’l MYSTIQUE //
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Mysterious Forest
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The animals in the forest have their own tactics for
survival. They are selfish, timid and bully the weak.
The animals dare not speak up against Tiger, who is
the strongest among them. They would pretend to
flatter him but actually hate him.
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Appearance
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A sudden gust of wind reveals a mysterious silhouette.
Dressed like nobility, “it” is “black and white”. All of them
are curious about this alluring guest, only Tiger appears
dismissive.



Abyss of Misery
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Due to a pandemic, the forest becomes barren and the lack of
- food and water causes the animals to have-a hard time. Black.
%5 a_nd-Whli(e decided to seek help from “it”to save the forest.
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WHER
Journey to the City
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Seeing how all the animals are on the brink of death, Black and White
decide to visit hawker centres in the city to gather all the food that hu-
mans leave behind and bring them back. With love and care, they man-
aged to save the animals from doom.
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Humiliation
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Black and White return to the forest with the food they found. The
hungry animals rush forward and begin to snatch with one another,
but they quickly start to complain about how smelly and disgusting
the food is. Amongst them, Sheep tries to gather as much as she
can. The selfish animals are unwilling to share with Sheep and even
bully her. Black and White later find out that Sheep endured humilia-
tion for the sake of sick Goat and her young children. When the ani-
mals learn about her situation, they are so touched that they give up
their food to Sheep and her family.




SCENE 3: IDENTITY //
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Retribution
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Tiger gets jealous of Black and White
as they quickly become the heroes in
others’ eyes. In a fit of anger, he poses
as “it” and set fire to the food. The rag-
ing fire quickly spread over the entire
forest. Fortunately, Deer sees through
Tiger’s act and when Tiger gets caught
in the hunter’s net, she takes the op-

portunity to inform everyone to escape.

Seeing the fire burning up almost the
entire forest, Black and White seek

help from the rest to rescue the tiger * :

together.

WIS > FARNNE
Small but Strong
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Seeing how everyone is doing their best to help
free him, Tiger is both touched and guilty. After

he is out of danger, he does his best to help oth-

" eranimals escape. During the escape, White is

injured by a fallen tree branch and almost loses
his life. His altruism touches everyone.
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. SCENE4: EVERYONE'S A HERO //
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A Hero in Our Hearts
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It is only then when the animals realise that a spirit of courage resides in
everyone’s hearts, and “it” is actually the embodiment of everyone’s courage
and affection. Regardless of physicality, occupation, or power, as long as one
tries their best to help others, the world will be filled with warmth.
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Harmony
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/ Tk{ere are many similarities in the traits of both animals and humans. In our
busy metropolitan city, everyone and anyone can be “hero”, who can bring us o o
a brighter and better tomorrow. " i
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DES ARTS PERFORMERS
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Yu Shuiyun as Snake Ou Yang as White Ma Song as Goat Li Jiagian as Black Gong Wenxuan as Tiger
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Cheng Guo as Sheep Che Mingke as Rooster Pang Xin Yi as Deer Wang Xuedanyang as Zebra
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DES FUSION ARTS PERFORMERS
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Tam Ye Ting Amy Choo Mabel Leow Lim Teck Khai Hayden Chow Kang Shao Jie
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Haylee Chow Wan Yueyi Kyrzo Ho Ng Jun Xin Tan Xi Wen Jovene Tan
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