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Dance Ensemble Singapore

FAIYRER 525

Dance Ensemble Singapore (DES) was founded in July 1993 with the aim to
present multi-faceted Chinese dances and to spread cultural messages
infused in Chinese arts and culture. Through DES Performing Academy, the
company grooms the next generation of Chinese Arts practitioners by of-
fering dance and martial arts classes. DES has also taken part in numerous
major performances, such as Singapore Arts Festival, ASEAN Dance Festival,
National Day parade, and Chingay parades. The company has also repre-
sented Singapore on diverse international cultural exchanges and festivals
of varying scales.

In 2004, with the goal of professionalising its craft, DES established a pro-
fessional Contemporary-Chinese Dance division, DES Arts. At the helm of
Mdm Yan Choong Lian (Artistic Advisor), Sharon Low (Dance Director), Cai
Shiji (Creative Director), and Goh Yan Dan (Resident Choreographer), DES
Arts actively strives for opportunities to diversify its artistic scope for creative
mastery in the development of DES Arts and its journey towards the interna-
tional stage.

In recent years, DES Arts has been actively promoting the ‘Nanyang’ Style

of Chinese Dance. The subsidiary was highly commended by Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Lee Hsien Loong, during the 2014 National Day Rally for its innovative
interpretation and style, as well as for unceasing efforts in pushing bound-
aries in the local arts and cultural scene. Another of DES Arts’ exemplary full-
length work, Motifs: Traces IV (2015), received an exclusive media coverage
by Channel NewsAsia Singapore, and was specially invited to perform at the
“South Korea International Dance Festival”.

DES hopes to transcend boundaries in the promotion of Chinese dance and
culture. Through nurturing the next generation of practitioners, spreading
cultural values and innovation, DES continues to present works that embod-
ies the spirit of excellence, wisdom and depth.
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PROGRAMME A - 10 JUNE 2022 (FRI)

No.

Item | TH

Grey | (=&

Yours Sincerely | (&, R\

Connected | {FE. tHE)

Restrained | {(f&1&)

Timeless | {5 A, &)

Reunion | {Ei§., ER)

Homecoming | (&, &)

Goodbye My Love | {HZEBRES)

Choreographer | %%

Cheng Guo | 128

Ou Yang | ERBH

Wang I-Hsin | E1&0

Wang Xuedanyang | EE A7

Pang Xin Yi | 210\ MG

Li Jiagian | Z=hNéz

Ma Song | Bh#4

Low Sharon | F &



PROGRAMME B - 11 JUNE 2022 (SAT)

No.

Item | TH

Grey | {=&)

Dream or Reality | {EESE, #EF%

Inheritance | {{&, &)

Restrained | {(f&1&)

Timeless | {5 A, &)

Reunion | {Eig, ER)

Homecoming | (&, &)

Goodbye My Love | {ZHZEKIEE)

Choreographer | %%

Cheng Guo | 128

Ou Yang | ERBH

Wang I-Hsin | E1&0

Wang Xuedanyang | EE A7

Pang Xin Yi | E2i\M4

Li Jiagian | Z=hNéz

Ma Song | Bh#4

Low Sharon | F &



SharonlLow | F&EF
DES Dance Director | REiHFIHE 1N

Sharon Low trained at DES at a young age and graduating in 1998
from Martha Graham Academy of Arts (U.S.A.) with excellent re-
sults. As a pioneer of DES, she has groomed many young talents
and actively choreographs for the company. Currently, she is
DES’ Dance Director and her recent works include Our Field (Just
Dance 2021) and Inner Calling (Inner Calling, 2021).

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Heart Strings

TR RELCIIATRNEEIN , 1998FEWBEEFANBTEZBE RS
R, BRINREHERLE, HESE (HRMNOBREDY . (EFRAE) .
2021 HRRATHE: (. %)

KHZLREFD
Good bye My Love

Dancers:
Yu Shuiyun, Ou Yang, Li Jiagian, Gong Wenxuan,
Pang Xin Yi, Wang Xuedanyang

#E: KT, BRBH. Fh0Ez.
ZXH. 20E. TERE

“I was originally a woman, not a man”
“I am not the real tyrant, but you are the real Yuiji”
“No matter how Yuji acts, she ends up dead”

There are many kinds of sufferings in the world, and because you are
the kind | sought out for, it feels even more bitter. Us mortals, we dare
not become Cheng Dieyi (Yuji), neither are willing to be Duan Xiaolou.
To “ignore and be unconscious”, or “let fate decide my path”, no matter
what | choose, this is a perpetual problem of life that no one can avoid.

“?f.zliz%%lﬁ!l}f XA 25 I)LER”
“‘BEBRBE, RTREERE"
“E&[ﬁtﬂfﬁ’ ‘Ez, RiEEHE—”

AHFEE, MIRERBEHXNB—E, MUEE, HIINA, FEEATEERK (B
i), EAHOFEREBVE, BIIRR “TMER", BB “Hawiaitia”, ik
#, SEBTATLERANAESDRZL,



“I am not the real tyrant, but you are the real Yu;ji”
“No matter how Yuiji acts, she ends up dead”

f The kind of care that is given without being asked for, it exists between
’ siblings. The kind of understanding that is irreplaceable, it connects
two souls deeply. Even in the absence of the other, we are connected

Wang I-Hsin | {1510

I-Hsin graduated from Taiwan-Tainan University of Technolo-

gy with a degree in Dance. She joined DES Arts in 2013 and has for life.

performed in various core performances and events locally and

played key roles in DES’ major productions such as Songs of the B—MXOFBERR, RHEKEEEXIF. H— WEJ(%?E_JHRR SLIRID R E
wind (2014), Motifs (2015), Fidelity (2016), The Wedding (2017) — BB, FERERIEED, BIKTOEE

and Lest We Forget (2018). She has also represented the Ensem-
ble in overseas dance festivals in Canada, Germany, Malaysiq,
and South Korea. Currently, I-Hsin is a senior dance instructor for
students in DES Performing Academy.

=
&

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Mirage
ElFaEamMNARRAREER, 2013F9AMNMIMMKRES, 2
XIBERZFE TG (AR . (E) . (208 . (BLY & (
HANTN) E'EG . SREBSIHMEKR. BE. SRAL., SHEH
EfRZART ., BRHEERZFHZARERE REFEAM,

2021 TR H: (BEHE)




Yu Shuiyun | {7k

Yu Shuiyun graduated from Chengdu Physical Education Uni-
versity (Sichuan, China), majoring in Martial Arts with a notable
mention as National First Class Wushu Judge. He joined DES Arts
as Martial Arts Instructor and performer in 2014. Over the years,
he has been part of various DES core productions. Shuiyun has
also choreographed for Martial Arts performances on varying
scales, such as local live televised charity programme President
Star Charity Show 2019 and DES’ Tradition in Motion 2020. He has
also performed for local charities like Singapore Red Cross and
Chung Hwa Medical Institution and in items by international
choreographers from South Korea and America.

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Ablaze

BT RESETEREAARR, ARGER—REARTFIZER. 20145
MAFIIERFIPARARBGSE SN ZHRE, STERSERENTIIE
i, AMEARBESHARRZARESAXONETEH, FlaAitbERER
HETH (SHREXEE) (2019) 5RHEH (20200 MR <) HEFE
. ZRESHEMEFIBITFESFEERBESAREZEL. 2
X5 EMIMEITFRESPEERTMBEESAMS EL, S5
ElfrR S Z Fm.

KA. A
Inheritance

Dancers: Yu Shuiyun, Cheng Guo

& Rk, BR

This is where our communal spirit comes from.
Inheritance brings us together.

RIGHEMIERR; 5%, LT REOED. .




K R
Yours Sincerely

Dancers: Ou Yang, Pang Xin Yi, Wang Xuedanyang
54 BXfH. E20a. TEAH

There are misfortunes in life. There are ups and downs too. | may be stubborn,
but I have no complaints or regrets.

ANENAUNE; TEFENIAELLEESFTT, SHMAERIE, BEFLEBE,
Ou Yang | ExpH

Ou Yang joined DES Arts after graduating in 2015 from Mian-
yang Arts College of Sichuan Conservatory of Music (China). He
starred in lead roles in DES Arts productions like Lest We Forget
(2018), Whispers from the Dragon’s Teeth Gate (2019), Symbiosis
of an Author’s Life (2019), and Breath of Time (2021). He was also
the lead performer for Mediacorp Chinese New Year Eve Special
Programme River Hongbao 2021 and performed alongside Paige
Chua (Mediacorp Artiste). Ou Yang has also represented DES Arts
to perform in international dance festivals in Australia, Germany,
Italy, Malaysia, and South Korea.

-

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Bold

2015 F R FREPIISBEZARZER, ZEMAFIKREZELSKZE

., ERFHOSESHIE, W CGOEWMEIY (2018) . (RFEMY
(2019) . (XHER=Z2-5FF. BEBIERN) (2019) 5 (#
bR—SisEIE)Y (2020) HEESER, HERERTETHETE (F2H
B¥2021) SZETH (FEAR) ERFEEZAEBENESREA. B
SHENXENEMZRREZRSHE, ARRFBSNEER. BN, BX
. FHERSKRALAEFREET

2021 T R=TH: (ZiB)



Cheng Guo | f25%

Cheng Guo trained with Chongqing College of Culture ar’

Arts (China) when young and graduated from Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) with a Diploma in Dance. She
joined DES Arts in 2015 and has played lead roles in DES
Arts’ dance-drama performances such as The Wedding
(2017) , Whispers from the Dragon’s Teeth Gate (2019) and
Symbiosis of an Author’s Life — Literacy Sentiments of Ron-
gzi and Pan Cheng Lui (2019). She also represented Singa-
pore arts groups in the Arts and Cultural Performance in
Celebration of the Royal Coronation Ceremony (Bangkok,
Thailand) and performed in Germany, Italy, Malaysia, Tai-
wan, and South Korea.

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Connection

B/MERESERXXMC SRR F R IR sZIEERE, Sl FamnkmE
FZRERFER, 2015FEAMARZELSAZHE, BEEES
i (1B1L)  (2017) o (RFTIEI) (2019) K (XHER=E -
58F. BEBIXXERNY (2019) ZEXEERA. 2019KRHM
KZARRRZIREANREMEZREXARER L, BZRARRSE
P MEE. BAF. BRAL, 85, SHENEFREET,

2021 TR =TH:  (A#k)

.

L W

KER Grey

Dancers: Yu Shuiyun, Cheng Guo, Li Jiagian

SE: K. BR. FmE

Differentiating good and bad is not as simple as black and white. The grey
area that separates them is where humanity stands. In a world where there is
no clear distinction between them, no one can remove themselves from the
constraints of circumstances, environment, experiences and emotions.

RNATRRANIFIA, BEPETEN—ERRXNENL, XIQFAEREZBIIKE
i, ERERBRMASHNERE, BB REREE. R, SHMERIGHEIL,



Ma Song | 3

Ma Song graduated in 2018 from Mianyang Arts College of Si-
chuan Conservatory of Music (China) and joined DES Arts after
graduation. He made his debut with the Ensemble through Lest
We Forget (2018), a DES core production at Esplanade Theatres.
Ma Song choreographed his first dance for DES’ first online pro-
duction, Tradition in Motion 2020. Ma Song performed the lead
role in Mystique (2022) and has also represented the Ensemble to
perform in international dance festivals in Australig, Italy, Malay- <
sia, and South Korea.

Homecoming

2018 FHEM)| BRIZ RS, LUEMARSSLREHE, Mg Dancers: Ma Song
ESSAROEGTIRN (AHFN) (2018) WETEHEL, GHR  Fo O
S5 BRI (TRRH2020) HE. EREHOEHHE (T RE

AMMBERALEFRZARTEL, P P pace.

ways be some people who are willing to sacrifice themselves for the greater
good. Because of them, our days are made better.

2021 Tradition in Motion item: The Herdsman

2021 HRRRTH: (HBAD
BTANOLFHE—TETECHEENR, RBORNES, 8T AN ERREFRAKE
#WHEANE, B2, KiZBEPL—BAN, SNOFRAKK, MEANER, ZFAMS BF#
%, RERABARBMNRERITT.



Li Jiagian | Z=n§;

Li Jiagian graduated from Mianyang Arts College of
Sichuan Conservatory of Music (China) in 2019. Prior
to joining DES Arts, he was a performer for the Sichuan
Scientific Research Expo Opening Ceremony (China)
and the renowned Spring Festival Gala Lunar New Year
TV Programme (China). As a Dance Artiste, Jiagian
has since performed in DES’ core productions and took
on the lead role for the first time in Mystique (2022). He
is also involved in fundraising performances for lo-

cal charities like Red Cross Singapore and Chung Hwa
Medical Institution and performed for Mediacorp’s Riv-
er Hongbao 2021.

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Awakenings & Onwards

2019 N T HEMIISRBHZ AR ER. BUREES MBS IMT
EPIFEARS SithERNPRENETREZTE, HF
BMTE (PE) . FVEMAREHIENZE, 558F%
1iEL, ERE (Fi: KREFEHER) (2022) FEREF
BXA. S5SNI+ FE5SPFEERBESELRE
F2021t B HHETH (FEAK) ZHEETHEHRE,

2021 TR HE: (B8 ) & (aui)

Reunlon

Dancers: Yu Shuiyun, Ou Yang, Li Jiagian, Gong Wenxuan

$E: RKE. BRBH. FEz. &=

Reminder~ Pay attention to those seniors. We, who are
young, can afford to show more love, care and concern,
rather than irritation, annoyance, and weariness.

iRl ~RIEAFTREA, REBNBA]. (R, 47, 2—5xX
2. Kb XM, D—FRF. R, RfE,



K 5E . Fe[F D

Dream or Reality

Dancers: Gong Wenxuan, Pang Xin Yi

SE: BXH, 20

The road in life is never smooth sailing, where can | find the real world?
Staying aware of my abilities and duties, | explore and seek true meanings.

AEEBMFETR IR, HEHETREZNOHR? BRHE SN
Gong Wenxuan | &3 ®, FIECEMEEHER

Gong Wenxuan graduated from Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
(NAFA) in 2019, majoring in Dance. He joined DES Arts upon grad-
uation and was part of DES’ core performances, taking on his first
lead role in Mystique (2022). Wenxuan has also choreographed
for DES Arts first online performance Tradition in Motion 2020. He
was involved in fundraising performances for the Singapore Red
Cross and Chung Hwa Medical Institution.

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Memories & Origin

2019 F 4 RV FRTINRF 2 R ZREBZE R . SR EIAFINKRSET,
SRZH, 257 8REFHTIHEL, HiIfF (F1: REEHER)
(2022) FEXEBESEH. BAHFENZ DEDR (HXRK[2020) %
£, S5 THNRA+FREPEERNEREL,

2021 TR HE: (12) & CF)




Pang XinYi | E/10\&

Pang Xin Yi trained with DES since she was five and her strong pas-
sion for dance propelled her to further her training at SUNY College
at Purchase. As an undergraduate, she has performed in pieces by
various choreographers and with DES she has also participated in
international dance festivals in New York, Canada, Australia, Taiwan
and Malaysia. After graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Arts majoring
in Dance in 2019, Xin Yi joined the Ensemble officially and is currently
a senior dance artiste and dance instructor for DES Performing Acad-
emy. She has performed in Memoirs of the Lion City (2020), Breath of
Time (2020) and Tradition in Motion 2020, where she choreographed
a duet, Creation, that earned her high praise.

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Radiance

A5 FHIREREHIHE, WEBEINAERLREDRIEEREALIMILRZIEY])
HrE(25EE. MPEHESS5 TXERAIZSURRRESZFm, ERFHEE
B2544. MEX, BAFIL, &, SRALMNEFETEL, 201955
fa, EAMARSE, BRiRSNZHEREE. REPZAREREFHEZIN.

SNFETIZELEE (Ca¥im) (2020) . (HBR-5FEEY (2020)
.5 (20205 MR , wEINASE (HA) (2020HKRKR) , HRIRFIT.

2021 IR AT H: (2D

KH R, 4l
Timeless

Dancers: Pang Xin Yi

#E: e

Day after day, year after year. Life is always filled with
dilemmas. Decide on your goals, and diligently work
towards it for your own sake. Engaging every task with
passion and fervour, that will make life more meaningful.

HE—H, F8—F, £ECEREEERERRESENULE.
EFIFECNBR, ATBECSNFKEHE, MEHNEHIER
BFTBEE, iILEFEREX.

waiting for photographer




Wang Xuedanyang | TE13

Wang Xuedanyang trained in Qingdao School of Arts, Shang-
hai Theatre Academy (China) when she was young. She
studied at Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) and par-
ticipated in dance performances, including those by various
local and international artists. She joined DES Arts in 2020 as
a Dance Artiste and Instructor and performed in Mediacorp’s
River Hongbao 2021.

2021 Tradition in Motion item: Resurgence

FIEE B LEBNRIZRZARER, ZEEMNKEFZRFRREE R
FREZIR, FENHISMNEREE (TFBO) SREZAREN
T (B=ZE) Fm, BS5SUREMRZARZFIELIE, 20205F
B EINAFIINEREZFL SR ZHANZES FEEN, BSEPEE
PREVEAEZFREERIER202ITETHETE (FRTH) Z2BE
THEEL.

2021 TR H: (B%)

Restrained

Dancers: Li Jiagian, Wang Xuedanyang

BE: FmE. TEARE

A strong impression left on first sight. To know each other is to love
and care, but to love, | must restrain myself. Love is reserved yet
passionate. In this leisurely life, there is only one person | can love.

MR —E, BAEEF, BEERH. BFEFMEIZEINX
g, —EREE—A.
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REFLECTIONS FOR MYSTIQUE
BHE1Ei#R)

(T B

on 16 Apr 2022 at Drama Centre Theatre
By: Wan Yueyi 5IA14

“As one of the performers, it was an unforgettable experience, espe-
cially because for a DES Arts show, | usually enjoy it as an audience. It
was a period of growth although the process was arduous. Initially, |
was constantly told that my movements and facial expressions were
lacking. However, my teachers and friends supported me and helped
me improve, even lifting my spirits when | was feeling discouraged. In
the end, | was told | had improved!

It was tough coping with the demanding rehearsal times, keeping up
with the many changes to the dances, and balancing my dance and
school schedules. The most difficult challenge was when i contracted
the COVID-19 virus. During that period of time, | was pessimistic and
disheartened as it was getting closer to the actual performance and
| did not want to skip any of the rehearsals. When | returned, | had

to catch up on the changes. | also felt that my body condition has
changed, but on the bright side, those few days as a COVID patient
provided me with a good break from my busy life.

What | enjoyed most from this experience was the relationships | had
fostered with my peers and teachers. We could relate to one anoth-
er's troubles and got to bond, from finding costumes to helping one
another during costume changes. We had each other’s backs.

Since it has been two years since we last performed with one an-
other, it was really wonderful seeing our improvements. Props to

the teachers for having to endure injuries all over. | learnt so much
during these four months and | wish | could go back in time and re-
live this whole experience. | am beyond grateful that | was given this
opportunity. Hopefully, we will get the opportunity to perform again.
Thank you to the teachers for their effort and late nights, we all have
worked hard!”

“lb?ﬂzﬂjmfﬁh UMRMREZMINRE, ZXFAREEZ—, BRE
REF[BRME, IBESARE, BEYEZ—THRKNRIFIE, WJFF&‘*EI’]HT
ix, REEASIFE, RBREZED/IMZF—1FBESE, HRNRBEFB, Hix
BEIEHESEIEE. 2AZIMNLUE, BBEMNNERE, HEROERITFN
AEH, —LEM, SNAHGNER, ETEREEENFEIERTALE.
A, REMNNZIMIERERT COVID-19 FEMNTR, BREXRIE, FKRK
O, WRER, FABREQHEREET, RABEIEMHZR, SRbsk
B, BATIRRE EZEAHRROEZIFERBNEE, BhE—LFREE,
(BMFRI S ERIR, '5 COVID-19 E—ERIARLRILFAIAMFIF RS, HEIE
g, AM, BMXXEFHPHEZNEHRS ARMNEMITEILAXRR, BT
}Eﬂilttﬁ’lkﬁrulﬁtlﬁlé, (EAFANZ BNNERXTF. NFERRREIEEBEER
17, BAIMENHFNER. BRIERT, BIMLE—RRESG, EEME
27, RNREXEIBN—AN#HT, ENREXEREAS. AXWNTHE
BFETRSZHRA, REEEIEE, ERNARIETE H—E, HIFFERE
RBEAEXME, FEBMERBO—ERXRE, HHHZMTHNHS,
R/EIRFIRTER T “E ! 7



Producer & Artistic Advisor | #IfE AR Z RG]

Troupe Leader| H#&

Dance Director| £i5 24
Creative Director | g1 2%
Programme Director | T8 2

Choreographer | &%

Yan Choong Lian | /=5

Chua Teow Khee | £2JKtH
Low Sharon | F &5

Cai Shiji | &S

Goh Yan Dan | £#f4
Low Sharon | F &5
Wang I-Hsin | E1&10
Yu Shuiyun | FR7KZ=

Ou Yang | EXRH

Cheng Guo | £

Ma Song | 4

Li Jiagian | Z=/0&z

Gong Wenxuan | 324
Pang Xin | Yi 82I0M&

Wang Xuedanyang | TE34%

Lighting | #T¢igit

Stage Manager| Ea1E

Production Manager| #IfE212

Ticketing & Programme Book | Z55457

Front-of-House | BI8 %

Wardrobe | fR2E

Marketing & Graphic Design | 1785 4FHI%IT

Photography | {582

Iskander Abori
Jolyn Chua (Assistant Bj¥F)

Goh Yan Dan | 2i#5%F}
Aw Hui Zhen Laetitia | tBEEI

Aw Hui Zhen Laetitia | s
Sherine Velasquez | 25

Aw Hui Zhen Laetitia A4
Sherine Velasquez 25

Wang I-Hsin | 1410
WeNarrate

WeNarrate
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